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	(GVs Alexander Gerst Orlan space suit training at Star City, Russia, April 2013; in ISS training mock-up at Star City, Russia, 2013; suiting up with crewmates at Star City, Russia, 2013)

The European Space Agency, ESA, will shortly be sending the second of its new astronauts into space.

Alexander Gerst, a 37-year-old from Germany, is scheduled to fly to the International Space Station in May 2014. With a professional background in geophysics and volcanology, he'll be the third German to travel to the ISS.

Soundbite – Alexander Gerst, ESA Astronaut:

“I was always dreaming of this job when I was young, of course, when I was a child – I was very curious, I was interested in my surroundings, in the earth, how storms were forming and earthquakes and of course it was one of my biggest dreams to find out how the earth looks from space, how it is when we humans travel out into space, what can we learn from that.”

(GVs Alexander Gerst training at Johnson Space Centre, Houston, Texas, USA, 2012)

Selected for ESA's Astronaut Corps in 2009, Alexander was assigned his upcoming mission  - known as Expedition 40/41 - in September 2011. Since then he's trained with the station's international partners to prepare for his role as flight engineer. This has included spending time at NASA's Johnson Space Centre and Star City in Russia.

(GVs Alexander Gerst Orlan space suit training at Star City, Russia, April 2013)

Like the first new ESA astronaut Luca Parmitano, who returned to Earth last November, Alexander will carry out a long duration stay onboard the ISS  - becoming the sixth European to do so.

(GVs Alexander Gerst emergency training at Star City, Russia, 2013)

As well as the skills he'll need for day to day life during six months in space, he's been trained what to do in the event of any emergencies which could arise during this highly challenging mission.

Soundbite – Alexander Gerst, ESA Astronaut:

(Underlay GVs Alexander Gerst emergency training at Star City, Russia, 2013) 

“There's a lot of different things that we need to know and need to be able to quickly reproduce when the time comes like emergency procedures; I need to be able to wake up at three o'clock at night with a fire alarm and know exactly what to do or a depressurisation alarm, toxic atmosphere – there's a lot of possibilities that we train for, and that's certainly one of the difficulties of that training, the challenges, and so far it's actually a challenge that I really like to meet.”   

(GVs Alexander Gerst outside Soyuz simulator at Star City, Russia, April 2013)

At the Gagarin Cosmonaut Training Centre in Russia, Alexander has had the chance to become familiarised with the Soyuz capsule. Launched from Baikonur in Kazakhstan, this spacecraft will carry him to the ISS along with crewmates Maksim Surayev, a Russian cosmonaut, and NASA's Reid Wiseman.

(GVs Alexander Gerst centrifuge training at Star City near Moscow, Russia, April 2013)

This huge centrifuge simulates the flight dynamics of the Soyuz.    Inside, he's experienced the large G-forces that he'll be subjected to – both on take-off and during his return to Earth in November.

(GVs Alexander Gerst training in ISS mock-up at Star City near Moscow, Russia, April 2013)

As well as routine maintenance and operations tasks, Alexander has been assigned an intensive research programme of international and European experiments.

It's vital work which allows ESA to makes full use of its investment in orbit – honouring  its commitment to the ISS programme. and continuing to enrich its own human spaceflight activities.

                                   End of A-roll
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Soundbites: Alexander Gerst, ESA astronaut [English]

Soundbites: Alexander Gerst, ESA astronaut [German]

GVs ESA astronaut Alexander Gerst training at Star City near Moscow, Russia, 2013 

GVs ESA astronaut Alexander Gerst Orlan space suit training at Star City near Moscow, Russia, April 2013

GVs ESA astronaut Alexander Gerst training at Johnson Space Centre, Houston, Texas, USA, 2012
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