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Text intro: 
With a background as an aerospace engineer and commercial pilot, Thomas Pesquet is the youngest member of ESA’s astronaut corps. Having completed several years of international training since his selection in 2009, he’ll shortly become the 10th French national to travel into orbit. His stay onboard the International Space Station - known as the Proxima mission - will last around six months.



	Timecode


	Footage

	Voiceover


	10:00:10
	GVs Thomas Pesquet at Johnson Space Centre, Houston, Texas, September 2016

	Born in Rouen, France, in 1978, Thomas Pesquet is the European Space Agency’s youngest astronaut.

After working as an aerospace engineer for the French space agency CNES and as a commercial airline pilot, he was selected for ESA’s astronaut corps in 2009 – and will soon become the tenth French national to travel to space.

	10:00:36
	GVs Thomas Pesquet parabolic flight training, 2010;
GVs Thomas Pesquet survival training, 2010;
GVs the NEEMO 18 mission, off the coast of Florida, USA, July 2014;

GVs Thomas Pesquet on the CAVES mission, Sardinia, Italy, 2011  

	He’s spent the last seven years preparing for life in orbit. After completing basic training with the five other ‘class of 2009’ candidates, Thomas took part in terrestrial missions – working at an underwater base off the Florida Keys, and living beneath the ground in a Sardinian cave system.

But surviving extreme environments on Earth is only one step towards living in the isolation of space. Thomas is about to embark upon a long-duration mission to the ISS – an experience only fully understood by those who have flown before him.

	10:01:17
	Interview: Thomas Pesquet, ESA Astronaut, Johnson Space Centre, Houston, Texas, USA, September 2016
[underlay GVs ESA astronauts onboard the ISS]
	“I’ve talked to many of my colleagues before because of course you want to know what do you do on Sundays...cos we’re confined for six months, does it get hard at some point, what do you miss the most? And actually they said it was OK, none of them said it was boring at any point. They said that you’re happy to come back to the ground, but once you’re on the station, your life is very much under control – lots of people are helping you, you have a very strong sense of purpose, you have a daily routine, it makes life just enjoyable up there, even though you work so hard.”

	10:00:46
	GVs Thomas Pesquet training at Star City, near Moscow, Russia, 2015;
GVs Thomas Pesquet training at Johnson Space Centre, Houston, Texas, 2015;
GVs Thomas Pesquet and Andreas Mogensen Soyuz training at Star City, near Moscow, Russia, 2015;

GVs Thomas Pesquet and Andreas Mogensen training with JAXA, Tsukuba, Japan, 2014;
GVs Thomas Pesquet Soyuz training at Star City, near Moscow, Russia, 2015

	Thomas has an intense schedule of experiments and maintenance operations lined up for the coming months.

Years of practical training by the station’s international partners have ensured that he’s ready for the task ahead – and in September 2015 he acted as backup for Andreas Mogensen’s ten day mission to the ISS.
But, although he’s prepared for every eventuality, the fact remains that being far away from home is never easy.

	10:02:17
	Interview: Thomas Pesquet, ESA Astronaut, Johnson Space Centre, Houston, Texas, USA, September 2016
	“We’ll be away for six months, and we’ll leave our families behind, so if anything happens on the Earth while we’re on the space station, well we cannot come back down on the ground to help them, and I think that’s the only thing that kind of worries me...is that once you’re removed from the world, you cannot come back to help your friends and family.”

	10:02:37
	GVs Thomas Pesquet centrifuge training at Star City, near Moscow, Russia, 2015
	Despite the challenges ahead, the upcoming mission will see Thomas fulfil his long-held dreams. Arriving at the space station will be the moment that many years of hard work finally come to fruition. 

	10:02:51
	Interview: Thomas Pesquet, ESA Astronaut, Star City, near Moscow, Russia, October 2016
	“I think there’s a part of me who doesn’t really believe it’s going to happen, cos it’s just too big, so, yeah, I think it’s going to be a really good moment of realisation when I  get there and open the hatch and look down on the earth and then finally, yeah, I might realise my dream.”

	10:03:06
	GVs Thomas Pesquet training, at Star City, near Moscow, Russia, 2015; 
GVs Thomas Pesquet training at Johnson Space Centre, Houston, Texas, 2015
	It’s eight years since a French citizen set foot on the ISS. Soon Thomas Pesquet will carry on the legacy of space exploration for his home country - and, like his colleagues before him, pave the way for ESA to travel further into our solar system.

	10:03:27
	A-Roll ends
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	10:03:27
	Soundbites: Thomas Pesquet, ESA Astronaut, September/October 2016 [English]

	10:05:23
	Soundbites: Thomas Pesquet, ESA Astronaut, September/October 2016 [French]

	10:07:48
	GVs Thomas Pesquet training at Johnson Space Centre, Houston, Texas, USA, 2015-16

	10:09:30
	GVs Thomas Pesquet training at Star City, near Moscow, Russia, 2015

	10:10:44
	GVs Thomas Pesquet and Andreas Mogensen training with JAXA, Tsukuba, Japan, 2014

	10:11:49
	GVs Thomas Pesquet on the CAVES mission, Sardinia, Italy, September 2011

	10:13:07
	GVs Thomas Pesquet survival training with ESA astronaut candidates, June 2010

	10:14:56
	B-Roll ends


