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TEXT

Despite the dark clouds looming over Naples and the financial constraints of  participating countries, ministers from ESA's 20 member states and Canada meeting in Italy at the end of November managed to secure a 10 billion Euros budget for the next five years. A clear signal that investing in space pays off..
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JEAN-JACQUES DORDAIN, Director General, ESA (EN)

It's a recognition of the economic dimension of space activities, space is not anymore expenses, space is an investment
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MAURO DELL'AMBROGIO, State Secretary for Education and Research, Switzerland (IT)

The economic context is a very difficult one so the fact that we managed to find a consensus on how to spend 10 billion Euros is a very important signal today in Europe.
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Investments will focus on fields with high growth potential and a direct impact on the economy, such as telecommunications and meteorology. But Naples will be forever enshrined in space history for being the birth place of a new launcher: Ariane 6. ESA has secured funding to cover early work on the new launcher over the next two years, as well as to continue developing Ariane 5 Midlife Evolution, which will increase the launcher's payload by a fifth, up to 12 tonnes, without increasing operating costs.
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This animation gives a general idea of what Ariane 6 could look like: 3 solid rocket motors for the 1rst stage cluster. A second stage also based on solid propulsion and a third stage derived from the re-ignitable Vinci engine developed for Ariane 5 upper stage.
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The final decision on the continuation of both launchers will need to be taken in 2014 but the goal is to develop as many commonalities as possible between the two Arianne’s and to continue improving Vega, ESA's new light launcher.
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Another important breakthrough in Naples was the green light for ESA to design and build the service module of NASA's future Orion capsule as part of ESA's contribution to the running costs of the International Space Station. This will be ESA's first work on a manned spacecraft.
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JEAN JACQUES DORDAIN, Director General, ESA (EN)

This is the first time that ESA is contributing to crew transport vehicle and certainly also the first time that there is a cooperation with NASA on a crew transport vehicle, this is for me a breakthrough. 
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The Orion capsule may in the future carry a four-person crew to missions as far as the moon or an asteroid, and its service module will be built on technology developed by ESA for its automated transfer vehicles, which are now supplying the ISS.

ESA member states discussed also how to adapt its operations to profit best from its  intergovernmental structure and the new EU's competence in space established by the Lisbon Treaty. 
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FRANCOIS BLITGEN, Minister for Higher Education and Research, Luxembourg (FR) 

We don't need to see article 189 of the Lisbon Treaty as a danger, but as a challenge and above all as an opportunity. It is on the basis of this article that the EU will be able, in the next financial framework, to commit more funds to invest  in space.
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TEXT

When ESA was founded back in the mid 70s it did so with the idea that much more could be done in space by working together than any one nation could match. Since then, the inspiring missions and space systems put in place by ESA have not only strengthened Europe's strategic independence and common prosperity.. they have changed forever the way we perceive the Universe -and Earth. 
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Now, with renewed support and financial commitments from its member states, ESA is set to consolidate its leading position in the global space industry, turning the ambitions of the first visionary leaders into real-life solutions to the benefit of all.  
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JEAN-JACQUES DORDAIN, Director General, ESA. English.

Space is an investment

“It's a recognition of the economic dimension of space activities, space is not anymore expenses, space is an investment, an investment into economy”
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JEAN-JACQUES DORDAIN, Director General, ESA. English.

Cooperation with NASA on Orion

“This is the first time that ESA is contributing to crew transport vehicle and certainly also the first time that there is a cooperation with NASA on a crew transport vehicle, this is for me a breakthrough”
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MAURO DELL'AMBROGIO, State Secretary for Education and Research, Switzerland. Italian.

A successful meeting in difficult times

“The economic context is a very difficult one so the fact that we managed to find a consensus on how to spend 10 billion Euros is a very important signal today in Europe”
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FRANCOIS BLITGEN, Minister for Higher Education and Research, Luxembourg. French.

On EU-ESA cooperation

“We don't need to see article 189 of the Lisbon Treaty as a danger, but as a challenge and above all as an opportunity. It is on the basis of this article that the EU will be able, in the next financial framework, to commit more funds to invest in space. What's essential is to know how to engage this latest public which comes from the EU side, how to engage them in an effective way for our citizens and tax payers”
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Ariane 6 animation

10 07 48

Views of the Ministeral Council, Naples, Italy. 20-21 November 2012
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Views of Naples
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